Sebaceous Adenitis (SA-research)





I have already provided internet information regarding sebaceous adenitis research of the Japanese Kennel Club and the World Union of Akita Clubs (WUAC). The overheads summarize this information.





I am sorry to tell, that the signing of the contract between the Japan Kennel Club and the University of Göttingen was NOT conducted during the World Dog Show in Dortmund. From the side of JKC where some questions about the contract and it was not possible before Dortmund to clarify them.


The next JCK board meeting is at the end of June, so that the project starts slow down to the 1. August or the 1. September 2003.


The part of the Akita Club is finished and my part at this time nearly finished, so nevertheless I would like to give you the information I have. As soon as possible, I sent the information when the contract is conducted.   


To have a distribution as big as possible, please sent the information to all Akita owner/breeder you know, so that we have not be faced with such pictures from SA Akita in some years.
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After conclusion of the contract it is up to each Akita owner whose dog has either been diagnosed with SA or shows suspicious symptoms to participate in this study.





The contract between the Japanese Kennel Club and the University of Göttingen also contains a „privacy passage“  assuring that no information about the affected Akita and its owner/breeder will be passed on.


This privacy guarantee also prevents the flow of information to the Akita Club.





Therefore, I hereby appeal to Akita breeders and owners affiliated with WUAC to participate in this project.  


I am bit disappointed, because some of the owners or breeders of SA affected Akitas have recently decided to not participate – for reasons unknown.


This reaction can best be described with the saying „Wash my coat, but please don’t get me wet! Unfortunately, however – without dogs there will be no research and without research there will be no help for the breed.   








All the more I want to say thanks a lot to the owner of affected Akita which where in the meantime in Göttingen! At the moment Göttingen has enough biopsies and blood, to start the project as soon as JKC sign the contract. 





For me it is not understandable that the owners of affected Akita do not only prevent getting a handle on the disease, they also prevent their dogs from possibly receiving real help. To my knowledge to pump up a dog with cortisone has not resulted in long term healing successes in any affected Akita.


The symptoms are suppressed but other organs are damaged in the process. Surely, this treatment provides relief from the symptoms of SA or VKH but it is not a solution to the problem.





Therefore this urgent request: if possible go to Göttingen and participate in the biopsies and blood draws for your dogs free of charge.  





The address is: Dr. Ina Pfeiffer, University of Göttingen, Groner Landstrasse 2, 37073 Göttingen


For appointments call: 0049-551-39-9695 or 0049-551-39-3395.


E-mail: ipfeiff@gwdg.de





The sample collection in Göttingen is so important because it is essential during the Start/Screening phase to exclude any influences of substances released during tissue degradation (as expected, for example, as a result of sample storage at refrigerator or, worse yet, room temperature)


In Göttingen the two collected biopsies are immediately shock-frozen and stored at –80C.


As an alternative for owners of SA affected dogs living abroad or far away from Göttingen in Germany we suggest the following procedure:





Express shipment to Göttingen in a Styrofoam cooler with either reusable ice packs („blue ice“) or even better dry ice.


The required receptacle for 2 tissue samples and 2 tubes for 2 ml EDTA-stabilize direct blood are available at every veterinarian.





During the general assembly of the WUAC in Amsterdam in June of 2002, Mr Kariyabu and Mr. Hoshi have pointed out that the Japanese Kennel Club is willing to provide significant research funding but does expect additional financial contributions from individual WUAC members. All delegates concurred.


One could, for example, define help/financial contribution as a possible refund of the veterinary and shipping costs incurred by the owners by the individual WUAC-Member clubs.


Last but not least, I would like to thank the Japanese Kennel Club as without it and the particular engagement of Mr. Kariyabu, Hoshi, Kamisato and Awashima this project could not have been initiated.


With its high financial involvement in the field of Sebaceous Adenitis research the JKC demonstrates its commitment to the health of the Akita breed.


I can only hope that everybody involved in the breed will take advantage of this unique opportunity by sending samples of SA affected dogs to Göttingen.





Angelika Kammerscheid-Lammers


Chairperson of the WUAC health-commission





(Thanks to Kerstin Amthor for translation help)





